
 
“The Disappearing Ugly Block” 

Runs from the March 12th meeting to the June 11th meeting – 2018 
 

Bring a fat quarter of your ugliest fabric to the March, April, or May meeting and exchange it for a 
different fat quarter of someone else’s ugly fabric. 
 
FABRICS NEEDED and CUTTING DIRECTIONS: 
1 Ugly Fabric Fat Quarter (from guild meeting) - cut into five strips 4.5” wide by 18” long (or longer) 
 (Ugly fabric is shown as gray in the diagrams below) 
1 Black fabric Strip cut to 4.5” wide by 18” long (or longer) from your stash at home 
 (Black fabric is shown as black in the diagrams below) 
4 Light* fabric Strips cut to 4.5” wide by 18” long (or longer) from your stash at home 
 (Pale fabrics are shown as white in the diagrams below)  
*NOTE: Light fabric = white, white on white, super light cream, super light pastels in any color but 
what ever you use must be really pale and light colored 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
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2. Make two strip sets 
by pairing one light 
fabric with two ugly 
fabric strips putting 
the pale fabric in the 
middle. Sew together 
using a quarter inch 
seam allowance and 
press seams towards 
the darker fabrics. 
	

3. Crosscut all your strip sets into 4.5” by 
12.5” strip segments. You should have four 
segments with the black fabric in the middle 
and eight segments with the pale fabric in the 
middle. 
	

4. Using a quarter inch seam allowance, sew 
the segments together to make nine-patch 
blocks with the black fabric in the middle of 
each of the nine patch blocks.	

	

1. Make one strip set by 
pairing two pale strips 
with one black strip, 
putting the black strip in 
the middle. Sew together 
using a quarter inch seam 
allowance and press seams 
towards the black fabric	



5. Now comes the magical part! You now have four 
nine patch blocks. They should all measure 12.5” 
square. Press them well. Take each nine-patch block 

and make two cuts on each block. You want to cut 
your block in half twice. Cut once across the block 
side-to-side and cut again up and down on the block. 
You’ll end up with four smaller blocks. 
 

                                                                                                                         

   

  
 
Tada! You have made a “Disappearing Ugly Block”! Maybe you’ve made four of them! Don’t worry 
though. If you had issues, just bring the blocks that you did complete. This is a fun block that looks 
more complex than it is. It took me longer to type up the directions than it did to make the blocks. I 
hope you had fun trying this one out. 
 
Bring your completed blocks to the April, May, or June meeting. You may make as many or as few 
blocks as you want. The most you can make from one FQ is four. If you want, you may bring two ugly 
FQ’s and exchange them for two new ugly FQ’s and bring in eight blocks!  You will get a chance to win 
all the blocks for each block that you submit. If you make the four total blocks from your FQ, you 
will get four chances to win. If you bring in one completed block you will get one chance to win. 
Drawings will be held in June, but you may drop blocks off at any meeting before then. 
 
Bring back leftover ugly scraps from the block(s) you’ve made. They will be gifted to the winner of all 
the blocks. This is not mandatory. If we have a large amount of blocks, they will be divided and we 
will have multiple winners.  
 
This is a great time to practice accurate piecing. I got my little Featherweight machine, “Annie”, out 
just to exercise her on these blocks. She loved it!  
 

As always, if you have any questions, contact Sherri at sewangelic@sbcglobal.net 
	
	
	
	
 

6. This next part can be a little bit 
tricky but you can do it! You need to 
rotate two of the cut blocks and then 
sew them all back together again.  
You can see in the drawings how you’ll 
end up with two smaller black squares 
in the middle and two pointing out on 
each corner. Continue using a quarter 
inch seam allowance as you sew them 
together. Your block should now 
measure 12” square.   
	


